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Advisory Council:  Dennis Baw, Terry Coy, Mike Doyle, Anne Gifford, Marvin Hood, Emmett Solomon, and Bob Taylor 
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“Inspiring Help & Hope For At-Risk 
Families & Children of Inmates”  

MAT 9:36 
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 Linda Cates   Don Cotton 
 Brittany Fuller 
 
      We are so excited that each of you have decided to join the 
Mercy Heart team. We welcome you with open arms and look 
forward to serving with you. 
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     In Acts sixteen Paul and friends were deeply invested in missionary endeavor. 
When Paul was in Troas he had a vision. In the vision a man of Macedonia was 
appealing to him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” Paul received 
this as a call from God and he went immediately to preach to them Jesus. 
 

     Some eighteen to twenty months ago God set Mercy Heart on a “Macedonian 
mission.” The mission was to “go” and help other churches reach families who 
are in the crisis of incarceration; families who need help and need to know Christ. 
God has opened many doors to share this work of ministry in other communities. 
As a result we have seen three new Mercy Heart Chapel programs started in the 

Dallas/Fort Worth area with others working through the process. 
Let me name these churches so that you can be praying for them: 
      Highland Baptist Church – Arlington, Texas (Nov ’06) 
      Alsbury Baptist Church – Burleson, Texas (Aug ’07) 
      Brookside Baptist Church – Wills Point, Texas (Sep ’07) 
      …and don’t forget Glenview Baptist Church – Haltom City, 
Texas (Feb ’95) 
 

     Other churches in other cities are in the process: Arlington, 
Dallas, Mesquite and Plano. In October and November we will be 
hosting meetings in Dallas and San Antonio for pastors and for 
other community and ministry leaders.   
 

(Continued—Page 2 Mission) 
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FOR INFORMATION  
 

Mercy Heart Office 
 817-281-3361 

 

Community Family Relief  
Outreach 

817-222-3374 
 

Mountain Movers 
817-838-7534 

 

South Haltom Church 
817-838-7428 

 

Glenview Baptist Church 
817-281-3361 

 

E-mail: lnfo@mercyheart.org 
 

www.mercyheart.org 
 

http://prisonministry.net/mh 

 
 

MINISTRY STAFF  
 

ROGER HOLLAR   
Pastor, Mercy Heart 

Roger@mercyheart.org 
 

MEL  KARGER 
Associate  

Mel@mercyheart.org 
 

RONDA BAILEY   
Ministry Assistant 

Ronda@mercyheart.org 
 

 
 

LEADERSHIP  
NANCY TIJERINA 

WayPoint: Families in Transition 
BOBBIE KARGER  

Babies -Pre-K-2 
DAVID MILES  

Grades 3-5 
MICHAEL ROMEROS  

 Youth 
BOBBY HUEY 

Food Service 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
GARY TUCKER — Pres.  

DAVID MILES— V.P. 
AMY SHEPPERD—Sec/Treas 

LAURIE ADAMS 
RICK BAGGETT 

RULEN CARRASCO 
KEN McGOVERN  
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“Inspiring Help & Hope 
For At-Risk Families & 
Children of Inmates” 
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     I had been on drugs for 5 years. My journey on the 
Meth was 8 years; a total of 13 years wasted on     
that terrible life. I was also in an abusive relationship. 
I found Mercy Heart looking for help with food and 
clothes. I was out to get what I could.   
 

     The following Sunday was Easter. Because I was 
helped with food and clothes, I was convicted to go 
to the church. I started attending South Haltom 

Church on a regular basis even though I was still using drugs. There 
was something special at that church.  
 

    I found Jesus and on Mother’s day, May 2001, I was baptized with 
my daughter, Taira at Mercy Heart. Mercy Heart arranged for me and 
Taira to stay at a shelter for woman and children. My Mercy Heart  
encourager told me what a crucial time this was in my life. She was 
right. God gave me a word from the Bible and told me that I needed 
to stay away from people that weren’t living according to Him. I 
remember telling Him, “ok God, I can let go of everyone, but not my 
sister.”  
 

     I continued to see my sister, she would smoke dope in front of me 
and I did good the first few times. Then I thought well I could just 
take a hit. WRONG! I found myself sneaking off as often as I could 
to go get high. I was so upset with myself, asking why God would I 
ever choose anything but You... I prayed and asked God to speak to 
me through His word. The very next thing I laid my eyes on said, 
"No matter how far you fall you shall never be utterly cast out of My 
righteous right hand." I was crying so hard thanking God! But I was 

still getting high, and I ended up getting kicked out of the shelter.  
 

      I went back to my “ex;” a short time later, I found out I was      
pregnant. I was so freaked out. There was no way I was going to 
bring a baby into that kind of life. I tried everything I could to get the 
money for an abortion but couldn’t get a single penny. I continued to 
do drugs; I was 4-5 months pregnant and still in the mind frame of I 
am not keeping the baby.  
 

     I finally threw my hands up and turned to the Lord. I had already 
done everything in MY  power. I meditated on the Bible and asked 
God to speak to me through His Word. I told Him I don’t care what 
you tell me Lord...I am standing on it! The very first thing I laid my 
eyes on was in Judges; it said “No razor shall come upon his head!” 
You know that’s what an abortion is...chopping a baby up with    
razors. I was floored! 
 

     I cried out to God. I prayed, “God please take this desire out of 
my heart! I don’t want this anymore...I know this is not the life 
You had intended for me God! Please help me get to where You 
want me to be. God, please don’t let my baby suffer, don’t let 
Your baby suffer because she really is Yours and mine on loan. 
Please don’t let her suffer because of my terrible choices God!" I 
cried for 3 hours with everything I had and in an audible voice, I 
heard God say, "DON’T EVER TOUCH DRUGS IT AGAIN AND I 
WILL TAKE IT AWAY!"  
 

     God has blessed me with a new home, a great job and three    
wonderful children. I could never have done it without God and 
through the encouragement of Mercy Heart. — Jennifer Pearson  
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      In addition, nine Mercy Heart Clubs have been started in India. Pray for  these 
“clubs”, as they are  called in India:  Kanpur, Motihari (leper colony),  Calcutta, Mirza, 
Damam, Durg, Banglore (2 clubs), and Port Blair. These have been started through 
Covenant Fellowship, an Indian church planting organization. Matthew Kuruvilla is the 
Executive Director. This work includes drug recovery, family ministry, children’s and 
relief ministries. (We have also been invited to come there to help train  pastors in doing 
this work.) 
 

     These are very opportune times for us to share the love and compassion of Christ 
with a very needy world. The work of Mercy Heart is a volunteer driven ministry. None 
of this would be possible if it were not for the wonderful folks who giving countless 
hours, energy and     resources to this Mercy Heart  Macedonian mission call. Thank 
you for your prayers and for sharing in the vision of “Restored Families…Restored 
Communities.” 
 
Roger Hollar 
Pastor/Director 
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      This past June Mercy Heart was featured in a workshop at a national conference on restorative 
justice, Kerrville, Texas. Restorative justice has been around since the late ‘80s. It has been largely a 
social movement. Major books and research have been done in this arena. For the first time, the “faith 
community” is being engaged and invited to the table as an important component in this process. The 
“faith community” touches neighborhoods in ways that is impossible for a social agency. Mercy Heart 
was there to address issues and advocate for families who have loved ones incarcerated; to share our 
mission. 
 
      Two Mercy Heart couples, Rulen & Rebecca Carrasco and Jerry & Diane Farris (Rulen and Diane 
– formerly incarcerated), took part in the workshop led by Roger Hollar. They have survived the crisis 
of incarceration and the challenges of re-entry. They spoke of the importance of a ministry to families 
of the incarcerated. They spoke of how a local church can make a difference in the lives of these   
families. They were very effective sharing the mission of Mercy Heart. Many in the workshop were 
tearfully overwhelmed by their testimony. 
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BACK TO SCHOOL BASH  
      WOW!!!!!!!!  What an exciting year it has been. I start by thanking and praising all 
the volunteers who worked so tirelessly for several months ahead of time just getting us 
to the place where this event can happen. Then, thank all of you who gave of your re-
sources to make this the success it was. Some donated supplies, some gave financially, 
and others gave TIME. Thank YOU, all of you. 
      This was our 3rd Annual BACK TO SCHOOL BASH and it was a great success. The first 

year, we helped 120 children; second year, we helped 130 children. So far this year, we have helped 160+ children, 
and still have children coming for help. It also looks like we will be able to help Natha Howell Elementary School, in 
our neighborhood with school supplies all because of the big heart of many of you.  

      I will never forget the expression on one little girls face when we were able to give her a pink 
backpack full of school supplies. She had been helped with clothes and a haircut too. She could 
hardly carry all she had but she had the biggest smile on her face. She is starting first grade and 
very excited. 
      Isn’t giving to others what life and ministry is all about? Think so!!!!! 

    
 God Bless All of You, 
    
  Mel  
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